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A comment “The lessons of Lascaux” was 
published in the issue nº 10 (July 2005) of 
COALITION. Further, the problems of this 
cave were widely discussed in the media.  
 
A two-day symposium (26 and 27 February 
2009) was organized by the French Ministry 
of Culture and Communication in Paris. The 
title: “Lascaux and preservation issues in a 
subterranean environment” was promising and 
roughly 200 attendants discussed the data 
presented by the members of the Comité 
Scientifique International de la Grotte de 
Lascaux. An informal report by one of the 
invited international experts (Jannie Loubser) 
is included in this issue. In addition, the paper 
“Lights and shadows on the conservation of a 
rock art cave: The case of Lascaux Cave” 
provides an updated account of the situation 
in Lascaux. This paper was published in the 
International Journal of Speleology 
(www.ijs.speleo.it), which kindly approved the 
reproduction in this newsletter.   
 
Unfortunately, only very few papers have 
been published on the microbial problems that 
suffered Lascaux in the last 70 years, and 
these corresponded to Lefèvre and his findings 
on “la maladie verte”. It is only in the last 
years that detailed information is reaching 
different scientific journals. Previously, 
comments on Lascaux were only found in 
newspapers and internet and most of them 
provided very few, if any information, and 
were mostly speculative. 
 
We hope that the excelent reports published in 
Monumental, dossier Grottes ornées, 
semestriel 2, 2006, Les Dossiers 
d´Archéologie, hors série nº 15, juin 2008, 
and the data obtained and published by the 
Lascaux Committee members will help to 
center the matter and will provide insights on 
the way to solve the problems. 
 
At the same time I draw your attention to a 
special issue on Cave Microbiology published 
in International Journal of Speleology, volume 
38 (1), 2009. The issue is available online at 
www.ijs.speleo.it. This gathers together a 
selection of contributions dealing different 
aspects such as chemolithotrophic 
productivity, the impact of alterations of 
organic inputs on cave communities, 
ultraviolet radiation sensitivity, which help to 
explain the role of bacteria in cave. Fungal 
diversity in Slovakian and Puerto Rican caves, 
the description of the architecture of 
phototrophic biofilms in caves and the mineral 
fabrics in Altamira Cave are also included. 
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The French Ministry of Culture and 
Communication organized a two-day 
symposium (26 and 27 February, 2009) in 
Paris to address ongoing concerns about the 
adverse effects that microbiological activities 
have on the Paleolithic rock paintings within 
Lascaux Cave. Chaired by Jean Clottes, the 
Lascaux symposium featured the French 
Minister of Culture and Communication, 12 
scientific presenters who have worked within 
the cave and 18 international expert 
discussants from various countries around the 
globe. The roughly 200 attendants in the 
audience included rock art and conservation 
specialists as well as interested media and 
concerned members from the public. 
 
What follows is an account of my personal 
impressions gained during the two days that I 
acted as an expert discussant at the 
symposium. This account likely contains some 
factual errors and omissions due to a number 
of reasons, one being that I’ve never visited 
the cave in person and the other that I do not 
understand French (in spite of valiant efforts 
by the two interpreters to keep up with the 
scientific terms etc.). A thorough and proper 
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